Penny Lane POS Label Printing

Labels with barcodes can be printed from Penny Lane POS by using either the stand-alone program called Shelf Labels/Tags or the Purchase Order program.  The default installation includes two label types, shelf labels and price tags, which are selectable at run-time.  The layout of each label type is defined in a set of two files with the extensions PT0 and PT1.  These files are located in the Penny Lane Manager DATA directory ( ie. \plm\data ).  The actual filenames used are as follows :

Shelf Labels:

PTAG.PT0

PTAG.PT1

Price Tags:

PTAGA.PT0

PTAGA.PT1

New formats can be added to the default list of two by editing the VPOSBAR.INI file located in the Penny Lane Manager DATA directory.  The default contents of this file are as follows :

[VPOSBAR]

LabelTypeCount=2

LabelType1=PTag,Shelf Labels

LabelType2=PTaga,Price Tags

BreakoutCount=2

Breakout1=Store/Product Code

Breakout2=Product Code

[VPOSBAR01]

fieldcount=2

field1=Store,STORE_

field2=Product Code,CODE

[VPOSBAR02]

fieldcount=1

field1=Product Code,CODE

To add a new label type you would first set the value of the LabelTypeCount field to 3 and then insert the following line ( as an example ) after the LabelType2 line :

LabelType3=Ptagb,Small Price Tags

Then you would need to create the files PTAGB.PT0 and PTAGB.PT1 in the Penny Lane Manager DATA directory.

When setting up for label printing you must choose from two possible modes of operation, 

Text Mode or Graphics Mode.

Text Mode

In order to use Text mode you must add a standard "Generic / Text Only" printer in Windows ( Control Panel, Printers, Add Printer ).  Then you must select this printer in the Printer Setup of the Shelf Labels / Tags program in the Inventory menu of Penny Lane Manager.  The program will automatically go into text mode and will therefore simply send the commands contained in the appropriate PT0 and PT1 files directly to the printer.

When printing labels the program always sends the PT0 file first and only once and then for each inventory item being printed the program sends the PT1 file.  The PT0 and PT1 files must contain command codes which are recognizable by the printer.  Variable data coming from the inventory items themselves are defined using the square bracket field references.  See the Square Bracket Field References section for a list of possible inventory fields which can be printed.

Graphics Mode

In order to use Graphics mode you must add a printer in Windows ( Control Panel, Printers, Add Printer ) using an appropriate printer driver supplied by the printer manufacturer.  Then you must select this printer in the Printer Setup of the Shelf Labels / Tags program in the Inventory menu of Penny Lane Manager.  The program will automatically go into graphics mode and will generate labels as graphic images.  This allows almost all WINDOWS compatible printers to print these labels. The main limitation is print resolution, the minimum resolution should be 150 DPI.  Also you should turn off graphics dithering.  

In graphics mode Shelf Labels / Tags program uses its own special PTAG command codes as defined in the appropriate PT0 and PT1 files.  The program communicates with the printer by sending the contents of the PT0 and PT1 files to the selected Windows printer driver which in turn sends commands specific to the printer being used.  In theory the same PTAG file sets can be used with any printer.

When printing labels the program always sends the PT0 file first and only once and then for each inventory item being printed the program sends the PT1 file.  The PT0 and PT1 files must contain command codes which are recognizable by the printer.  Variable data coming from the inventory items themselves are defined using the square bracket field references.  See the Square Bracket Field References section for a list of possible inventory fields which can be printed.

Graphics Mode Command Codes

Label Size Commands

These commands are typically defined in the PT0 file, which is sent to the printer only once at the beginning of a series of labels.

Label Height

;;Hp1,p2,p3,p4,p5   


p1 = page top margin size in dots

p2 = label height in dots

p3 = max. number of label rows per page

p4 = Gap between labels in dots

p5 = print label border  1:yes 0:no

Label Width

;;Wp1,p2,p3,p4,p5 


p1 = page left margin size in dots

p2 = label width in dots

p3 = max. number of label columns per page

p4 = Gap between labels in dots

p5 = print label border
1:yes 0:no

Variable Data Commands

These commands are typically defined in the PT1 file, which is sent to the printer for each inventory item being printed.

ASCII Text 

Ap1,p2,p3,p4,p5,p6,p7,"DATA"

p1 = Horizontal Position in dots


p2 = Vertical Position in dots


p3 = Always 0


p4 = Size 1 - 6


p5 = Always 1


p6 = Always 1


p7 = N: Normal or R:Reverse

"DATA" =Text to print, always in quotations, square bracket field references and backslash commands are recognized.

Barcode 

Bp1,p2,p3,p4,p5,p6,p7,p8,"DATA"


p1 = Horizontal Position in dots


p2 = Vertical Position in dots


p3 = Rotation 0 - 3


p4 = Barcode type code


p5 = Always 1


p6 = Barcode bar width 1 - 5


p7 = Barcode bar Height in dots


p8 = N:barcode only B:barcode and code #

"DATA"=Barcode #, always in quotations, square bracket field references and backslash commands are recognized.


Barcode Types


'1' 


= Code 128 Subset B (Upper case/ Lower case characters)
'2' 


= Interleaved 2 of 5


'3' 


= Code 3 of 9


'9' 


= Code 93


'E80' 


= EANJAN-8


'E30'


= EANJAN-13


'K' 


= Codabar


‘CODE128’

= Code 128 Auto Subset Switching (All 128 characters) 

‘CODE128A’

= Code 128 Subset A (Upper case/ Control characters)

‘CODE128B’

= Code 128 Subset B (Upper case/ Lower case characters)

‘CODE128C’

= Code 128 Subset C (Double density numbers)

‘EXT39’

= Extended Code 3 of 9

‘EXT93’

= Extended Code 93

‘HIBC’

= HIBC compliant Code 3 of 9


‘MSIPLESSEY’
= MSI Plessey


‘UCC128’

= UCC-128


‘UPCA’

= UPC-A 11 digits


‘UPCE’

= UPC-E 11 digits


‘UPCE0’

= UPC-E 6 digits, 0 type code


‘UPCE1’

= UPC-E 6 digits, 1 type code


‘PDF417’

= Portable Date File 417


‘ZIP’


= Zip Post Net. 5, 9, or 11 digits


default is  UPC-A

Line Drawing

Diagonal Lines


LSp1,p2,p3,p4,p5



p1 = Horizontal Position in dots



p2 = Vertical Position in dots



p3 = line width



p4 = Horizontal Position in dots



p5 = Vertical Position in dots


Fill Area


LOp1,p2,p3,p4



p1 = Horizontal Position in dots



p2 = Vertical Position in dots



p4 = Width in dots



p5 = Height in dots


Clear Area


LWp1,p2,p3,p4



p1 = Horizontal Position in dots



p2 = Vertical Position in dots



p4 = Width in dots



p5 = Height in dots

New Label

N

Print Label       (should be last line in PTAG?.PT1 file)

Pp1


p1 = # of copies to print

Square Bracket Field References

Code
 


Field
 


Type

 QTY
 


# of Tags to Print

Integer

 STORE
 

Local Store #
 

Integer

 PRICE
 

Item Price
 

Numeric

 PRICE_DESC

Price Description (eg. /kg )
Character

 PRICE_AUOM

Alt UOM Price

Numeric

 PRICE_AUOMDESC
Alt UOM Price Desc (eg. /lb)
Numeric

 PLUNUM
 

Barcode #
 

Character

 PRODCODE
 

Product Code
 

Character

 DEPT
 


Department
 

Character

 DESC
 


Item Description
 
Character

 DESC2


2nd Description

Character

 COMMENTS


Comments


Character

 UOM



Unit Of Measure

Character

 DEPTDESC
 

Department Name
 
Character

 STYLE


Style Code


Character

 STYLEDESC


Style Desc


Character

 VENDOR


Vendor Code


Character

 VENDDESC


Vendor Name


Character

 CATEGORY


Category Code


Character

 CATEDESC


Category Desc


Character

 FAMILY


Family Code


Character

 FAMDESC


Family Desc


Character

 SIZE



Item Size


Character

 COMPANYNAME

Name from system license
Character

 A-PRICE


Item A-Price 


Numeric

 B-PRICE


Item B-Price 


Numeric

 C-PRICE


Item C-Price 


Numeric

 COST



Item Last Cost 

Numeric

 NETPRICE


Price Before Deposit/Tax
Numeric

 GROSSPRICE

Price Including Deposit/Tax
Numeric

 DEPOSIT


Deposit


Numeric

 TAX



All Taxes


Numeric

 TAX1



Tax 1



Numeric

 TAX2



Tax 2



Numeric

 TAX3



Tax 3



Numeric

 TAX4



Tax 4



Numeric

Each of the above Square Codes can have up to 6 modifiers specified within

the square brackets, separated by commas:

Modifier 1 (LENGTH)

      If specified, ensures the length of the field is exactly that number

      of characters.  Field will be truncated or padded if necessary (see

      Modifier 2 - Justify).

      If not specified, or specified as '0', the field will be output using

      the number of characters necessary for display.

Modifier 2 (JUSTIFY)

      If specified, the first character of this modifier will be one of the

      letters in "LCR" to indicate Left, Centre, or Right Justification

      within the length specified in Modifier 1 - Length.  If not specified,

      the field will be Left justified.

      A second character may be entered here to specify the character to be

      used as padding within the field length.  If not specified, a Space

      character will be used.

Modifier 3 (DECIMALS)

      This modifier is only used for fields of type FLOAT.

      If specified, the first character of this modifier specifies the number

      of decimal places to represent.  If not specified, no decimal places

      are output. A second character 'X' may be entered to suppress output of the Period

      character.

Modifier 4 (LEAD CHARACTERS)


      Any characters specified here will be pre-pended to the field before

      any justification.

Modifier 5 (TRAIL CHARACTERS)

      Any characters specified here will be appended to the field before

      any justification.

Modifier 6 (INTEGER NUMBER FORMAT)

      This modifier is only used for fields of type INTEGER.

      If specified, this modifier specifies the output format of integer-type

      fields.  Possible values are:

              'D'  -  Decimal     (Base 10).  This is the default value.

              'H'  -  Hexadecimal (Base 16).

BACKSLASH CODES

All Backslash Codes are two characters long, and are described here:

            BACKSLASH CODE    
OUTPUT

            \r                


Carriage Return (ASCII 13)

            \n                


Linefeed (ASCII 10)

            \t                


Tab (ASCII  9)

            \[               


Left Square Bracket (ASCII 91)

            \\               


One Backslash (\)

            \;                


Semicolon

Sample PTAG Files

PTAG.PT0

;;H1,195,10,1

;;W1,240,10

PTAG.PT1

N\r\n

A5,1,0,2,1,1,N,"Penny Lane POS"\r\n

A5,30,0,2,1,1,N,"[PRODCODE]"\r\n

A165,15,0,2,1,1,N,"[PRICE,7,R,2,$]"\r\n

A7,60,0,2,1,1,N,"[DESC]"\r\n

B7,90,0,UA0,2,2,100,N,"[PLUNUM,11,R0]"\r\n

P[QTY]\r\n

